Ecology Vocabulary Practice (words you should know before test time)

Ecology


Biomagnification

herbivore

trophic level

Community


producer


carnivore

food web

Ecosystem


autotroph


omnivore

hydrologic (water) cycle

Biome



consumer


detritivore

biogeochemical cycle

Biotic



heterotroph


decomposer

nitrogen fixation

Abiotic



chemosynthesis

Commensalism
biomass
Habitat



parasitism


population crash
ecological niche

Population density

limiting factor


competitive exclusion
Population dispersion

density-dependent limiting factor


ecological equivalent

Adaptation


density-independent limiting factor


competition

Immigration


succession


predation

emigration

Primary succession

symbiosis


Mutualism

exponential growth


Pioneer species

carrying capacity

logistic growth
secondary succession

Synonyms or Antonyms    Identify the words in each pair as synonyms, which are words that mean roughly the same thing, or antonyms, which are words that mean roughly the opposite.
____________________________
1.  producer / autotroph

____________________________
2.  specialist / generalist

____________________________
3.  biotic / abiotic

____________________________
4.  consumer / heterotroph

____________________________
5.  chemosynthesis / photosynthesis

____________________________
6.  herbivore / meat-eater

Matching      Write the vocabulary term next to its definition


_________________

1.  A close relationship between two or more individuals of different species




     
that live in close contact with one another

__________________
2.  Type of symbiosis in which one individual benefits while the other






Individual is harmed.

__________________
3.  Occurs when one organism captures and eats another organism.

__________________
4.  Type of symbiosis in which both individuals benefit.

__________________
5.  Occurs when two organisms fight for the same limited organisms.

__________________
6.  Type of symbiosis in which one individual benefits while the other






Individual neither benefits nor is harmed.



​​​​
___________________
1.  The movement of individuals out of a population into another population.
___________________
2.  The maximum number of individuals of a certain species that an 






environment can normally support over a long period of time.
___________________  
3.  The movement of individuals into a population from another population.

___________________
4.  A dramatic decline in the size of a population over a short period of time.

___________________
5.  A factor that controls the size of a population.

___________________
1.  Any undesirable factor added to the air, water, or soil.

___________________
2.  The process in which fat-soluble pollutants move from one organism to 






another, increasing in concentration as it moves up the food chain.

___________________
3.  A microscopic bit of dust, metal, or unburned fuel.

___________________
4.  A type of precipitation produced when pollutants in the water cycle






cause rain pH to drop below normal levels.
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___________________
1.  Occurs when CO2, water, and methane molecules absorb energy reradiated





by Earth’s surface and slow the release of this energy from Earth’s






atmosphere.

___________________
2.  The amount of land necessary to produce and maintain enough food






and water, shelter, energy, and waste to support each person 






on Earth.

___________________
3.  The trend of increasing global temperature.

___________________
4.  Resources that are used faster than they can form.
Who Am I?  Choose among these terms to answer the riddles below:


1.  I am a type of tree that drops its leaves during autumn:



___________________

2.  I am also called the boreal forest; I have long and cold winters:


___________________

3.  I am an Earth system made up of all of Earth’s water, ice, and water vapor:
___________________

4.  I am also called the Mediterranean shrubland; I have hot, dry summers and 


cool, moist winters:







____________________



5.  I am an area where the primary plant life is grass:



____________________

6.  I am a unique costal habitat found in cold, nutrient-rich waters; I am 


made up of communities of seaweed:




____________________

7.  I am a partially enclosed body of water formed where a river flows into 


an ocean:








____________________

8.  I am an Earth system made up of all the features on Earth’s surface, 


Including the continents, rocks, and sea floor; and everything below


Earth’s surface:







____________________

9.  I am a type of tree that retains its needles all year long:



____________________

10.  I am a biome located in far northern latitudes; I am covered by a layer


of permafrost:








____________________

11.  I am the uppermost branches of trees:





____________________

12.  I am an Earth system made up of all the air that covers Earth:


____________________

13.  I am a region that drains into a river, river system, or another body


of water:








____________________

14.  I am a biome with a very dry, arid climate:




____________________

15.  I am a unique costal habitat found in the tropical zone; I support large


communities of tropical fish:






____________________

Stepped-out Vocabulary     Define each word.  Then write two additional facts that are related to the word.

	Word
	Definition
	More Information

	Example:  herbivore
	An organism that eats plants
	Primary consumer

A cow is a herbivore.

	1.  Keystone Species
	
	

	2.  Omnivore
	
	

	3.  decomposer
	
	


Categorize words     Write “A” next to words that can describe abiotic factors.  Write “B” next to words that can describe biotic factors.

1.  _____  wind

_____ sunlight


_____ deer

2. _____ soil


_____ sunflower

_____ water

3.  _____ fungus

_____ snow


_____ eagle

4.  _____ temperature

_____ prairie dog

_____ frog

Write “R” next to words that can describe renewable resources.  Write “N” next to words that can describe nonrenewable resources.

1.  _____ wind

_____ sunlight


_____ oil

2.  _____ coal


_____ petroleum

_____ water

3.  _____ forest

_____ deer


_____ fish

Circle the Greek and Latin word parts in each vocabulary term.  Then use the Greek and Latin meanings to construct a very basic definition of the vocabulary word.


	Word
	Definition

	1.  ecology
	

	2.  photosynthesis
	

	3.  carnivore


	

	4.  herbivore


	

	5.  detritivore


	

	6.  omnivore


	

	7.  chemosynthesis


	

	8.  autotroph


	

	9.  heterotroph


	

	10. biogeochemical cycle


	

	11. hydrologic cycle


	

	12. biomass


	

	13. atmosphere


	

	14.  hydrosphere


	

	15.  geosphere


	

	16.  biosphere


	

	17.  benthic zone


	

	18.  limnetic zone


	

	19.  littoral zone


	

	20.  bathyal zone


	

	21.  abyssal zone


	

	22.  deciduous


	

	23.  microclimate


	

	12. biomass


	


Place a check mark next to the work that does not belong and explain why.

1.  _____ consumer



Explanation______________________________________

     _____ carnivore



________________________________________________

     _____ plant

2.  _____ detritivore



Explanation______________________________________

     _____ producer



________________________________________________

     _____ decomposer


3.  _____ omnivore



Explanation_______________________________________

     _____ autotroph



_________________________________________________

     _____ herbivore

4.  _____ trophic level


Explanation________________________________________

     _____ energy pyramid


__________________________________________________

     _____ keystone species

5.  _____ tundra



Explanation________________________________________

     _____ coniferous



__________________________________________________

     _____ taiga

6.  _____ coral reef



Explanation________________________________________

     _____ desert



__________________________________________________

     _____ kelp forest

What’s the Difference?  For each pair of words below, describe the difference between the two terms.
1.  producer / consumer 
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

2.  chemosynthesis / photosynthesis

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

3.  food chain / food web

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

4.  community / ecosystem

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

5.  primary succession / secondary succession

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

6.  ecological niche / habitat

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

7.  logistic growth / exponential growth

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  density-dependent limiting factor / density-independent limiting factor

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.  mutualism / parasitism

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commensalism				mutualism			predation





Competition					parasitism			symbiosis





Carrying capacity			immigration			population crash





Emigration				limiting factor











Acid rain		biomagnifications		particulate		pollutions





Ecological footprint			global warming		greenhouse effect


			Nonrenewable resource





atmosphere				desert				kelp forest





canopy					deciduous			hydrosphere





chaparral				estuary				taiga





coniferous				geosphere			tundra





coral reef				grassland			watershed





bio = life				auto = self			carnus = flesh





eco = home				hetero = different		omnis = all





syn = together				chem. = chemical		detrere = to wear away





-vore = eat				photo = light			geo = earth





-troph = nourishment			-logy = study of 		abyss = bottomless





hydro = water				herb = vegetation		klima = climate





atmos = vapor			decidere = to fall off		limne = lake





bathy = deep				litor = shore			benthos = bottom





micros = small			-spher = a ball








