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AP Environmental Science

Distance learning Fall 2020
Course Expectations and Syllabus

Instructor:
Andrea Stephens
Email: 
astephensscience@gmail.com  

Phone:
404-797-8555 

Office Hrs: 
Wednesday 3:30-4:30pm daily and by appointment

Website:  
www.astephensscience.com
Google classroom codes: 1A: 45eqfi7
                          1A-gifted: sopnyxx

All class resources to include ppts, lectures, activities, and videos will be on the google classroom.  Students will submit all completed assignments to the google classroom on or before the assigned due date.

Textbook:   Digital version on the class website:

G. Tyler Miller, Living in the Environment, Brooks/Cole Thompson Learning, 15th ed. 
Environmental Science Overview
AP® Environmental Science differs significantly from the usual high school course with respect to the kind of textbook used, range and depth of topics covered, the kind of laboratory work done, and the time and effort required of students.  The nine themes, which provide a foundation for the structure of the AP® Environmental Science (APES) course are:
Introduction: Course overview/Global Change (Week 1)   (Aug 24-28)
	Unit 1: The Living World: Ecosystems
	5 days
	Unit Assessment: 

Sept 4

	Unit 2: Biodiversity
	5 days
	                  Sept 11

	Unit 3: Populations
	5 days
	                  Sept 18

	Unit 4:  Earth Systems and Resources
	5 days
	                  Sept 25

	Unit 5: Land and Water Use
	12 days
	                   Nov 13

	Unit 6: Energy Resources and Consumption
	8 days
	                   Nov 30

	Unit 7: Atmospheric Pollution
	6 days 
	                   Dec.11

	Unit 8: Aquatic and Terrestrial Pollution
	6 days
	                   Dec.18

	Unit 9: Global Change
	6 days
	                   January 15


Goals for the Class:
1) Students will have an understanding of the interrelationship of all systems on Earth and the impacts of human activities.
2) Prepare students for the AP Exam in May 2021.

3) Students will be college ready.
Class Materials:  Computer for online distant learning. Each student will be required to keep a notebook, three-ring binder with pockets is preferable, as well as a lab book/journal. Calculators are allowed on the AP Exam in May.
Assignment Due Dates:  All assignments are due on the date communicated by the instructor. Late Assignments are not accepted.  I will always give you several days and a weekend to complete assignments.  It will not help you succeed in college or career.  If there are circumstances beyond your control let me know prior to the due date.  This is on an individual case by case basis.
Unit Packet Assignments:  For each unit, students will be required to print the unit packet and complete the assignments per the google classroom schedule. 

Chapter Vocabulary:  Students will learn approximately 700 vocabulary words related to Environmental Science.  Vocabulary is very important to fully understand science.  Students are encouraged to make their own flash cards.
Quizzes(Formative assessments):  There will be quizzes on a regular basis.  The quizzes will focus on vocabulary, ppts, lectures and activities for the week.  These will take approximately 10-15 minutes of class.  

Unit Exams(Summative assessments):  Exams are a combination of multiple choice questions and one extended response/essay.  Assessments will be done digitally using the AP College Board APES classroom.
Labs / Activities:  Some activities will be relatively short, while others will last for the week.  Each activity has different point values based on the length and complexity of the activity.  A detailed lab report will be completed following the Populations unit.
Course Topic Outline
	Unit 1
	The Living World: Ecosystems 
	6-8% 

	Unit 2
	The Living World: Biodiversity
	6-8%

	Unit 3
	Populations
	10-15%

	Unit 4
	Earth Systems and Resources
	10-15%

	Unit 5
	Land and Water Use
	10-15%

	Unit 6
	Energy Resources and Consumption
	10-15%

	Unit 7
	Atmospheric Pollution
	7-10%

	Unit 8
	Aquatic and Terrestrial Pollution
	7-10%

	Unit 9
	Global Change
	15-20%


Review for APES exam May 2021 (dates TBD)
Distance Learning Daily Expectations:
Be Responsible 
· Be Prepared: Come to class with your supplies and ready to WORK- put in real EFFORT
· Come in to get help from me or your classmates when you need it. 
· Do your own work on all assignments. If you copy neither of you will get credit.  
 Be Respectful
· Practice Kindness: Speak kindly to one another ALWAYS

· Everyone in this class is important and will be treated as such 

· Use the resources available and electronics appropriately
Be Reliable
· Be punctual to class and turn work in ON TIME
· Please participate in class activities and meeting times.
· Work with your virtual group and do work in class 
Academic Integrity:  Cheating (copying someone else’s work or letting someone else copy yours) and plagiarism (copying someone else’s words or ideas and passing them off as your own) are serious offenses, and will result in a zero for that given assignment. If you are unclear about what constitutes cheating or whether a particular behavior is acceptable, please ask.
Atlanta Public Schools Grading Scale

A 90-100   B 80-89   C 70-39   F 0-69 

Student will receive an additional 10 pts to their grade; as long as they maintain a 70 or better average.
Grade Distribution

Your grade for each nine-week grading period will be determined using this formula:

Summative assessments/Projects: 50%
          Formative(Quizzes/FRQs) assessments: 20%

          Class work/Homework: 30%

* There will be multiple choice questions on each test, but most of each will ask you to describe or identify something through short answers and FRQ essays. You’ll need to know the material well — rather than simply being able to recognize it from a range of choices. When studying material, be sure to consider the significance and interrelatedness of various things. 
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Student Information
AP Environmental Science

Please sign this paper below and return it to Ms. Stephens as soon as possible. 
You will be given class credit for turning this tomorrow. Start the semester off right, and turn this in!

Student name (please print):______________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: _________________e-mail: ___________________________

Parent/Guardian Contact Information:

Guardian #1 Name (please print):__________________________________
Phone (and best times to call):____________________________________
E-mail:_______________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Contact Information:

Guardian #2 Name (please print):__________________________________
Phone (and best times to call):_____________________________________
E-mail:_______________________________________________________

Sign below and Return to the Instructor: 

For parents: I have read and understand the class expectations for this course. I understand that my student is responsible for monitoring grades and informing me of his or her progress in this class. I also know that students will receive printed progress reports approximately once a month, and that grades can be checked online (https://ims.everett.k12.wa.us/)

Parent Signature: _______________________


Date:​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________

For students: I have read and understand the class expectations for this course. I understand that my grade is my responsibility, and that it is up to me to monitor and inform my parents/guardians of my progress. 

Student Signature: ______________________   

 Date:​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________

Is there anything you would like me to know about you/your student? 

General Rules:

1. Conduct yourself in a responsible manner at all times.

2. You will not be admitted to the lab unless you have completed the required pre-lab.  You will receive a mark of “0” for any missed labs due to lack of preparation.

3. Follow all written and verbal instructions carefully.  If you do not understand, ask.

4. Your instructor must be present at all times during the lab.  

5. Perform only those experiments authorized by the instructor.

6. There is no horseplay, or any type of practical jokes or pranks allowed in the lab, they are dangerous, to you and to everyone.

7. Safety glasses or chemical safety goggles and lab aprons are required, as indicated by your instructor, any time chemicals, heat or glassware is used.  There are no exceptions to this rule.

8. Contact lenses should not be worn in the lab.

9. Dress appropriately:  No loose or bulky clothing, jackets, skirts, shorts, dresses, sandals or open-toed shoes are allowed.  All long hair must be tied back, and long bangs clipped back.  Dangling jewellery, rings and watches should not be worn.

10. Carry out experiments with care and caution.  Be aware of your surroundings, observe good housekeeping practices, and keep aisles clear.

11. Never leave experiments unattended.  Do not wander the room, distract others, or interfere with the laboratory experiments of others.   

12. Be aware of emergency equipment locations, and operating procedures.

13. Keep hands away from face, eyes, mouth and body while using chemicals or preserved specimens.  Wash your hands with soap and water after performing all experiments.

14. Do not sit or lean on laboratory tables or counters, as corrosive residue or glass fragments may be present.

15. Know what to do if there is a fire drill during a lab period; containers must be closed, gas valves turned off, fume hoods turned off, and any electrical equipment turned off.

16. No food or beverages are allowed in the lab, or at the lab stations.

17. Dispose of all chemical waste as instructed.  Check waste container labels twice before adding your chemical waste to the container.

18. NEVER return unused chemicals to their original container.

19. Acids and bases must be handled with extreme caution.  You will be shown the proper method for diluting strong acids.  Always ADD ACID to water, swirl or stir the solution and be careful of the heat produced, especially with sulphuric acid.

20. Handle all living organisms or preserved biological specimens in a humane manner, and with respect.  Dispose of specimens properly, as instructed.

21. When using knives or sharp instruments, always carry the tips and points pointing down and away.  Always cut away from your body. Grasp sharp instruments only by the handles, and never try to catch a falling sharp instrument. 

22. If you notice any damaged or missing parts to school equipment, inform your instructor immediately otherwise you may be held responsible.  Report damaged electrical equipment immediately, do not use it.

23. ALL chemicals, equipment, supplies, and specimens must remain in the lab.  Any removal of laboratory items from the lab will result in disciplinary action.

24. REMAIN CALM and REPORT any accident IMMEDIATELY, no matter how minor.

AGREEMENT:

I, __________________________, (student’s name) have read and agree to follow all of the safety rules set forth in this contract.  I realize that I must obey these rules to ensure my own safety, and the safety of all others in the lab.  I will come prepared, follow instructions closely and carefully, and contribute to maintaining a safe environment for everyone to work in.  I am aware that any violation of this safety contract or misbehavior on my part may result in being removed from the laboratory setting. I understand discussion about my behavior will take place after the lab has been completed. Any disciplinary consequences are dependent on the severity and/or frequency of my misbehavior. 

Student Signature:___________________________________

Date:___________


We feel that parents/guardians need to be informed regarding our effort to maintain a safe science classroom/laboratory environment.  Your signature indicates that you have read this contract, are aware of the measures taken to ensure the safety of everyone in the lab, and have discussed the importance of lab safety with your son/daughter.  
Parent/Guardian Signature:_____________________________

Date:____________
Please read and sign lab safety contract on reverse side.





Lab Safety Contract











